A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
3.  Bible—Value Knowledge Above  Experience!
Theme:  “A solid foundation of truth brings life to the fullest measure!”   
Introduction

What is your final authority in life?  Think about it, when you’re cornered, when you’re really up against it, when you are forced to face reality, upon what do you  lean…depend on…rely?  On what do you stand?
For many of us, we probably would reach back into our lives and draw on our experience.  As we have matured and faced many of life’s obstacles and challenges, we have weathered the storms and have learned answers, as well as, strategies that would prove useful for another go-around!  Experience is a powerful teacher in living life.
But in reality, even though experience and history may be great teachers,  many lessons may be learned, but history never repeats itself.  It’s like a stream of water, you can put your feet into it many times and it gets wet each time, but the stream moves on.  You never put your feet in the same water twice.                            
So I return to the question with which I opened:  What is your final authority in life?  What holds you together when all hell breaks loose around you?  Is it your past experience?  Or does God offer something more: a place to stand in the midst of life’s storm?
There can be no more reliable authority on earth than God’s Word, the Bible.  This timeless, trustworthy source of truth holds the key that unlocks life’s mysteries.  It alone provides the shelter, the comfort and the answers we need when life crumbles.
In this third study of A Life of Greatest Value we will seek to appreciate the value of knowledge—the value of knowing God’s truth and grace.  This knowledge is to be valued above life’s experiences.  Having a solid foundation of knowing God’s truth will enable you to build your life to the fullest measure
Scripture Reading :  Ephesians 3:14-21        
1. What profound insights has Paul reflected on that caused him to respond to God with such intense prayer?  Eph 2:19-22; 3:6, 10-11                                             
What We Should Know?
1. What did Paul request of the Father?  Eph. 3:16                                     
· Reflect on and explain these phrases: “His glorious riches”,  “Power through His Spirit”  “Your inner being.”
2. Why did Paul want the Ephesians to be rooted and established in love?   (3:17-19)   
· What does the love of Christ surpass?  3:19                                                              
3. Before a Christian can be fully rooted in Christ’s love, what has God provided that will assist Him?  John 8:32;  Col. 3:16; II Tim. 3:16, 17 
4. How would you explain this four dimensional love of Christ?  3:18      
5. Verses 20-21 are called a “doxology.”  What special qualities does this doxology state about God for which to give Him praise?

Who We Should Be?
1. How does Paul’s prayer encourage you in your devotional life?
2. What is your understanding of Christ’s love for you and what is the source of your knowledge?                                                                                            
3. In what ways do you need to become more firmly rooted in Christ’s love?                                                  
4. How have you allowed Christ’s love to become to too small in your life?                                                    
What Should We Do?

1. What commitment are you willing to make to reading God’s Word to deepen your comprehension of God’s love?
2. What is one thing you’re asking God to do in your life?                                                                                               
